Interview Questions for the book Zack had our Back

Q. What made you decide to write the book?
A.  I was volunteering at an organization on 14th St . in Washington, DC that works specifically with homeless veterans.  It is an incentives-based program that provides residential stability in combination with employment services.  It was shocking to see these veterans in such dire circumstances and especially in the nation’s capital so I was inspired to write the book.

Q. What is different about your book from others on the subject?
A. My book is for children which is unusual for this type of difficult subject matter.   I felt it was important to introduce the subject with the young so that the negative stereotypes that set in about the homeless could be mitigated before its too late.    There is often a tragic story behind many of the homeless that involves service to our country that I thought should be told.

Q. How did you get the idea for Zack had our Back?
A. I based it on my own experience as a child seeing the homeless on the street.  I remember the negative attitudes that prevailed and how frightened I was at the condition of some of those I saw.   I just couldn’t comprehend it.  Some of us of a certain age or generation will remember being told to look away from the homeless to be polite which really was a way of rendering them invisible. I realized how unfair it was and still is and I wanted to do what I could to change that.

Q. Aside from reading the book, is there anything else we can do to help?
A. I like to keep a few $5.00 gift cards with me to hand out if I see a vet on the street.  They can use the gift cards for a cup of coffee or a sandwich and it keeps them from spending money on alcohol or drugs that only worsen their situation.
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